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When determining the assistive technology needs of a student with a disability, it is important for LEA teams to provide
high-quality, assistive technology services. The Quality Indicators for Assistive Technology (QIAT) were developed by
focus groups, validated through research, and provide a set of descriptors that can serve as a guideline for LEAs to
evaluate the quality of their AT services. These indicators are broken down into eight areas that are important to the
development and delivery of assistive technology services and include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Consideration of AT Needs
Assessment of AT Needs
AT in the IEP
AT Implementation
Evaluation of Effectiveness of AT
AT in Transition
Administrative Support for AT
AT Professional Development

A set of self-assessment matrices have been developed as a companion piece to the Quality Indicators intent
statements for each area. School districts can use the Quality Indicators for Assistive Technology to assist in the selfassessment and development of district level policies and procedures which are in alignment with the mandates and
expectations of federal and state law. In most instances the Quality Indicators are also appropriate for the
consideration of AT for students who qualify for services under other legislation (e.g. Section 504 and Title II).
See Appendix C for the Quality Indicators of Assistive Technology Resources

AT Consideration
34 CFR §300. 24(a)(2) Development, Review, and Revision of IEP
(2) Consideration of Special Factors.
“The IEP Team shall — (v) Consider whether the child needs assistive technology devices and services.”
Assistive technology must be considered for every student with a disability during the development, review, and
revision of the IEP1. This includes the Initial, Interim, Subsequent, Amended, and Modified IEP or when a team
member deems it necessary.
The Congressional intent of this section of IDEA is to emphasize assistive technology as a means to support
educational achievements. The law requires that the IEP team consider/discuss a student’s need for assistive
technology devices and services during the IEP process. The law places the decision- making responsibility regarding
whether or not the student requires AT – with the IEP team.
Because IDEA does not provide specific guidance for how AT consideration should be conducted by a Local
Education Agency (LEA), it is up to the schools to use research from the QIAT and other resources to develop and
adopt operational procedures that provide guidance for consistently considering AT for all students on IEPs.
When polled, many AT service providers in Oklahoma prefer using theBig East Educational Cooperative AT
Consideration Checklist form to help them determine whether or not students in their districts require AT.
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The flow chart on the next page depicts the AT Consideration Process and potential scenarios IEP teams may face
when considering students’ needs for AT.
See Appendix B to view and print AT Consideration formsand Appendix C for Resource for AT Consideration
-- continued on page 5
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At least one person on the IEP team should have some knowledge about assistive technology. Free professional
development, trainings, and online supports are available for IEP Team members to learn more about AT devices and
services.
Information about trainings can be found here.
The following questions may help the IEP team through the process of reaching a “Yes” or “No” answer to the
question, “....whether the child needs assistive technology devices and services."
1. What task is it that we want this student to do, that s/he is unable to do at a level that reflects his/her
skills/abilities (writing, reading, communicating, hearing, seeing)?
2. Is the student currently able to complete tasks with special strategies or accommodations?
3. Is there currently assistive technology (either devices, tools, hardware or software) used to address this task?
4. Would the use of assistive technology help the student perform this skill more easily or efficiently, in the least
restrictive environment, or perform successfully with less personal assistance?
See Appendix B to view and print AT Consideration forms
See Appendix C for AT Consideration Resources
ABLE Tech has developed an additional document, accessible within EdPlan, to help guide the AT Consideration
process during the IEP meeting. To view this document, click here: Special-Factors_Support_Information_2017 (PDF).
The active link within EdPlan for this document is found near the Special Factors questions.
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